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The Essay written by Herbert Gantschacher about Wilhelm Jerusalem and Anton 
Wildgans is the result of scientific historical research work about Wilhelm 
Jerusalem based on original documents from the Collection, Archive and Library 
of Herbert Gantschacher and the National Archives of the State of Israel, 
Department für Manuscripts, at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem. 
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A Bilingual Court Hearing  
in German Language and Austrian Sign Language 

(World Premiere in Sign Language) 
 
 
 
 
 

Directed by: Herbert Gantschacher Stage and Costumes designed by: Sanzaba Dimna 
Light Design and Camera: Bidpai 
 
 
 
 
 
Examing Magistrate: Markus Pol - Prosecuting Attorney: Markus Rupert - Clerk: Markus 
Rupert - Registry: Markus Rupert - Witness Marie Dworschak: Rita Luksch - Witness 
Leopold Kritzenberger: Alfred Aichholzer - Accused Anton Gschmeidler: Werner 
Mössler - Justice Soldier: Alfred Aichholzer - Sign Language Interpreter: Sabine Zeller. 
 



   

 

Herbert Gantschacher "The Poet Anton Wildgans as a 
Student of the Philosopher, Pacifist and Reform 
Educationalist Wihelm Jerusalem related to the 
Correspondence by Letters through Lifetime 
connected to the Poetry of Anton Wildgans and the 
Philosophical and Sociological Works of Wilhelm 
Jerusalem and the work of Anton Wildgans as the 
Artistic Director of the Austrian National Theatre, 
Burgtheater in Vienna" 
 
 

    
 
 

The Philosopher, Pacifist and Reform Educaltionalist Wilhelm Jerusalem 
portrayed in 1914 by the painter Arthur Ferraris (left) and his Student Anton 

Wildgans as the Artistic Director of the Austrian National Theatre, the Burgtheater 
in Vienna in 1932 (right). 

 
 The poet Anton Wildgans (1881 - 1932) is a student of the 
philosopher, pacifist and reform educationalist Wilhelm Jerusalem 
(1854 - 1923), to whom he was personally connected in a 
correspondence throughout his whole life. The appreciation of Anton 
Wildgans for Wilhelm Jerusalem is also expressed by the fact that in the 
poetry collection "Thirty Poems" of Anton Wildgangs published in 1917, he 
dedicated a poem to "My old teacher (Professor Dr. Wilhelm Jerusalem)", 
written in 1914. As a lawyer Wildgans worked as an examining magistrate 
from 1909 to 1911, before he started to work a poet and dramatist, which 
brought him into the world of theatre, Wildgans became the artistic director 



   

of the National Theatre of Austria, the Burgtheater in Vienna from 1921 to 
1922 and 1930 to 1931. 
 Anton Wildgans' socially critical dramas are also shaped by his 
personal experience as an examining magistrate, as in the drama "Amen 
forever", a play written as a court hearing in one act, written in 1912 and 
published in 1913, which is based on an actual court case about the 
murderer Zeidler , the archetype of the accused Gschmeidler in the play of 
Wildgans. A strict examining magistrate wants to prove to a suspect with a 
previous conviction of murder - Gschmeidler has been in prison for 27 
years - that he attempted another murder in order to come back to prison 
because he could not longer find his life in liberty. The accused, 
Gschmeidler, asserts that he only wanted to chastise the prostitute 
Dworschak, with whom he lived, because she let him starve for days out of 
malice. The Registry Dr. Zwirn is on opposite side during the hearing. But 
its position is too weak to influence the process and the examinations. 
Corresponding to the situation of Registry Zwirn in the play, Wildgans' 
personal denunciation of anti-Semitism is emphasized as an act of moral 
courage. Anti-Semitism in the Hapsburg Monarx´chy has has always been 
very active, especially in academic circles in Vienna. 
And Wildgans himself emphasizes: "In this way he is also able to 
experience the idea of goodness, truthfulness, honor and humanity in an 
outcast from society, the idea of the criminal and villainous in turn in 
individuals whom we encounter in the region of the society to meet judicial 
integrity. " 
In the current production, the accused Gschmeidler is now performed by a 
deaf actor, so the bilingual production gives the court case a so-called 
double floor on the stage. 
 

 
 
Facsimile of the frontpage of the first edition of the drama "Amen 
forever" by Anton Wildgans. 



   

 
 
 

Facsimile of the poem "For My Old Teacher (Professor Dr. Wilhelm 
Jerusalem) from the collection "Thirty Poems". 



   

 
 
 

 
 



   

 
 
 

 
 
 



   

 
Excerpts from the 

Original 
Correspondence of 

Wilhelm Jerusalem and 
Anton Wildgans from 
The National Archive 

of the State of Israel at 
the Hebrew University 

in Jerusalem, 
established by Herbert 
Gantschacher as a part 
of The Digital Wilhelm 

Jerusalem Archive. 
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Facsimile of the first 
printed edition 
of the drama 

by Anton Wildgans 
from the 

Collection, Archive and 
Library of  

Herbert Gantschacher 
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